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Question: 

What is truth?









So, how did things 
change?







Question: How impactful 

is fake news? 



18 Jan 2017



3,740



Even official 

Harvard CID 

account shared



“I never said 

anything like 

this”



Question: 
Why is the media so important?





Media as the “4th Estate” 

● Check & balance to Separation of 

Powers Doctrine: Judiciary, 

Legislative, Executive.

● The eyes and ears of the People, 

entrusted to report accurately and 

fairly, keeping leaders accountable



Social Media? The “5th Estate” 

● Society is 

Empowered

● Everyone has a voice, 

an influence, and a 

responsibility.



EditorJournalist/
Letters from 
Readers



The Rise of the K.O.L aka 
“Influencers”



What about Science Influencers? 



So what does this mean for 
YOU as scientists & 

academicians?





● MIT Researchers looked at 126,000 

stories on Twitter, tweeted by 3.5 

million users more than 4.5 million 

times between 2006 and 2017

● Lies were 70% more likely to be 
retweeted than the truth

● Truth takes six times longer to be 
seen by 1,500 people on Twitter than 
misinformation

● Human more likely to spread fake news

than bots

● The researchers suggested that people 

feel a stronger sense of surprise and 

disgust at fake news, which makes 

them more likely to share it. 





I’d like to share a story about 
an “accidental” influencer.
Using social media to fight 

social media.



Dr 

Imelda 

Balchin.

309,774



“One in four 

pregnancies end with 

miscarriage. 

Do not blame 

mothers. Give them 

emotional support.”  

Empowering Women



“The best post-

pregnancy 

confinement practice 

is….

HUSBANDS STOP 

SMOKING!

Educating Society



There aren’t 

inconsistencies between 

medical science and Islam

Combating 

Ignorance

Feces, urine, undigested 

food… when in the body, don’t 

force it out. It is not “filth”. 

…and do not dig out the white 

vaginal fluids which are 

normal and have important 

functions



Who says you cant exercise 

after you give birth? 

Who says you cant exercise 

when pregnant?

Exercise during pregnancy, 

even for the non-obese, is 

proven to increase natural 

births and reduce C-Sections

Inspiration







Question: What do you think 
about the state of the world we 

live in?



The Gapminder Test
by Hans Rosling

http://forms.gapminder.org/s3/test-2018

http://forms.gapminder.org/s3/test-2018
















Let’s check your answers 























So, let’s revisit:

What is 
happening to 
the world?

This is % who 

answered “getting 
worse”



▪ Published 2018 with the 
mission to fight 
“devastating ignorance 
with a fact-based 
worldview”.



• Communication is key in protecting and 

empowering society 

• As scientists, academics and policy-makers, we 

must take cognizance of our ‘privileged’ 

position in society 

• Due to social media, each and every one of us 

are influences and can make a difference in the 

lives of others. 

Conclusion



Thank you

danialrahman0330@gmail.com

My columns: 
https://www.thestar.com.my/authors/?q=%22Danial+Rah

man+%22
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