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Abstract 

There is a growing global interest in the role of the scientific voice in policy making. Part of this growing interest 

stems from the focus on evidence based policy making, which has generated increased attention to the need for 

science advice for public policy across different countries, and scales, from the national and regional to the global 

level. Science advice can occur in any of three distinct channels: formal, informal and dedicated mechanisms 

triggered during a crisis (OPM-SAC & ICSU, 2014). Across the globe, several models of science advice have 

emerged that reflect distinct social, cultural, historical, and political context (Wilsdon et al., 2014), and all 

exhibiting different strengths and weaknesses (Hutchings & Stenseth, 2016). Although an emerging consensus 

is developing on a set of principles that arguably, could be applied across different jurisdictions, and socio-

cultural contexts (Gluckman, 2014), the science advice remains a huge challenge to scientists and researchers, 

especially in the domains of climate, environment and development. Yet, the need for strengthened science 

advice, especially in the developing and emerging economies, will increase as countries strive to meet global 

development and environment frameworks such as the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

and the Paris Climate Agreement. 
 

This seminar will bring together scientists who are currently involved in science advice at the national, regional 

and global levels, to share their experiences of the process, and to distil some key lessons that can be considered 

in science advice for public policy in the development and the environment arena at national, regional and global 

levels. The seminar will include three presentations: a comparative analysis of financing clean energy innovation 

between China and the United States (national level policy action); science, technology and innovation in the 

African Union’s Agenda 2063; and, the future of scientific advice to the United Nations. The presentations will 

be followed by a moderated panel discussion involving Q&A interactions with the audience. The specific output 

of the seminar will be a summary of the proceedings to be published in form of a discussion paper. 
 

Seminar speakers 

 Financing clean energy innovation – comparison between China and the United States,  Fang Zhang, 

Doctoral Candidate at the Fletcher School at Tufts University with a first doctoral degree from the 

School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University in China 

 Science, technology and innovation in the African Union’s Agenda 2063 – the case of Agriculture,  

Philip Osano, Deputy Center Director for Capacity Development and Partnerships, and Programme 

Director for Natural Resources and Ecosystems, Stockholm Environment Institute, Africa Center. 

 The future of scientific advice to the United Nations, Maria Ivanova, Member of the Scientific 

Advisory Board of the United Nations (2015-2016); Director of the Center for Governance and 

Sustainability and Director of the Global Environmental Governance Project at the McCormack 

Graduate School, & Associate Professor, Department of Conflict Resolution, Human Security, and 

Global Governance, University of Massachusetts  
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